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dealing with their past in order that they
may then embrace the necessary values that
will sustain their nation in the future. In
this same unity of spirit we ask that they let
our people go.

May their decisions and your deliberations
lead to freedom and peace for the Tibetan
and Chinese people.

G-d bless.

f
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Wednesday, April 23, 1997

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor an exceptional group of individuals from
my congressional district, the El Camino Real
High School Academic Decathlon team. This
team not only won the local and State com-
petitions, but this last weekend competed in
St. George, UT where they finished second in
the national competition.

This is not the first time that El Camino Real
has competed for this national honor. El Ca-
mino Real has won the California Academic
Decathlon three times, and this was the
school’s third appearance in the national com-
petition since 1992. This kind of continued
success can only be attributed to diligence,
hard work, and perseverance. Indeed, this im-
pressive history speaks volumes about the in-
dividuals that we are honoring here today from
the coaches, parents, friends, and of course
students who were willing to sacrifice and give
the extra effort.

Yet hard work alone does not explain their
success as this group exemplifies the word
teamwork. The team consists of nine students,
two coaches, and seven faculty assistants
compelled by the rigorous nature of this com-
petition to study, train, and act as a cohesive
unit. The manner in which points are accumu-
lated in the Academic Decathlon competition
requires every team member to make a signifi-
cant contribution; indeed, the team is only as
strong as its weakest link. Through their co-
operation and hard work, the team has
learned that self-sacrifice can lead to excel-
lence. I believe our ability to enter and contrib-
ute to these types of relationships both as
families and communities is key to our future.

Finally Mr. Speaker, I am proud to note that
this track record of academic excellence is
found in one of our public schools. We con-
tinuously hear about the problems facing the
Nation’s public education system, and al-
though there are many obstacles and they are
daunting, I believe they can be overcome.
Many of the qualities that made this team suc-
cessful can be used throughout our schools,
such as hard work in a team atmosphere and
looking to peers for support and accountability.

This team consists of nine students: Steve
Chae, Michal Engelman, Robert Magee, Ta-
mara Miller, Michael Montgomery, Jacqueline
Moses, Roger Rees, Dawn Robinson, and Adi
Zarchi. The faculty assistants are James
Centorino, Charles Doherty, Rebecca Gessert,
Jerry Hickman, Mark Johnson, Jack Liebel,
Naomi McCoy, Lillian Ruben, and Shukla
Sarkar; the team is led by head coaches Shar-
on Markenson and David Roberson. Principal
Ronald Bauer’s guidance and support was an-

other critical ingredient in the team’s success.
I commend not only the El Camino Real team,
but every individual involved in similar aca-
demic pursuits. As educator John Dewey
noted, ‘‘Education is not preparation for life,
education is life itself.’’

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to represent
such outstanding young people, as they are
truly the future of this great Nation.
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Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commend the musical genius of Dr.
Rebecca W. Steele.

On April 27, the board of directors of the
Richard V. Moore Community Center, Inc., will
honor Dr. Rebecca W. Steele, director of Be-
thune-Cookman College Concert Chorale and
Young Artists group, with a musical tribute.
Over a period of 50 years, Dr. Steele’s expan-
sive career has included the positions of cho-
ral music director, voice teacher, music educa-
tor, singer, and arts administrator. Family,
friends, and colleagues will pay tribute to this
individual who has touched the lives of hun-
dreds of young people across the State of
Florida and the Nation.

A member of the faculty of Bethune-
Cookman College since 1976, Dr. Steele is
currently professor of music and director of
cultural affairs. She has a Ph.D. from Florida
State University in humanities and music, with
special emphasis in multicultural music edu-
cation. She earned dual masters in music edu-
cation and voice, piano, and choral conducting
from Columbia University. Prior to joining the
Bethune-Cookman faculty, Dr. Steele enjoyed
a long teaching career at Florida A&M Univer-
sity, in Tallahassee, another outstanding his-
torically Black University.

Under her direction, the concert choir at
Florida A&M was recognized for its perform-
ances of such major extended choral works as
Verdi’s Requiem and Bach’s Magnificat. The
choir’s exceptional renditions of Negro spir-
ituals also received wide-spread acclaim. The
Bethune-Cookman Chorale has performed
with the Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra and
Lyric Theater in a production of Porgy and
Bess as well as at the Spoleta Festival in
Charleston, SC.

A singer of considerable prominence, Dr.
Steele remained in demand while at Florida
A&M University. Her soprano solos from Mo-
zart’s Requiem, arias, and interpretations of
spirituals were especially popular. Dr. Steele’s
ability to conduct different styles of music,
while simultaneously producing beautiful tone
and phrasing distinguishes her from many of
her peers. Her latest production, ‘‘From Bach
to Gospel’’ features varied styles of choral
works, ensembles, and solos from numerous
periods. Dr. Steele’s professional affiliations
add another dimension to an already commit-
ted teacher and humanitarian. She is a mem-
ber of the Music Educators National Con-
ference, the Florida State Music Teacher’s As-
sociation, the Association of University Profes-
sors, the Southern Arts Federation and the
Florida Professional Presenters Consortium.

Mr. Speaker, it is with enormous pride and
extreme satisfaction that I join others in salut-
ing the musical accomplishments and con-
tributions of this exceptional Floridian. Shake-
speare said, ‘‘[i]f music be the food of love,
play on. . .’’.

To the thousands of students of Dr. Re-
becca W. Steele, I say ‘‘play on.’’
f
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Mr. MANTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
recognition of Earth Day 1997. During this
Congress it is especially crucial to emphasize
the significance and purpose of this nationally
recognized day. Since 1970, this country has
set aside 1 day a year to highlight the impor-
tance of environmental conservation and pres-
ervation. But protecting the environment and
our natural resources is not a once a year
project. It is about the way we choose to live
our lives.

Mr. Speaker, the nationwide recognition of
this day illustrates the overwhelming public
concern over how the natural and man-made
world should interact. While I support efforts to
relieve businesses of undue red tape, I believe
it is possible to do so without also reducing
protection of our air, water, and other natural
resources. Although striking a balance is often
difficult, it is necessary for the long term health
of both the environment and the economy.

As a Member of this esteemed body, I am
pleased with the role Congress has played
over the last 27 years. Passage of legislation
such as the Clean Water Act, Clean Air Act,
the Endangered Species Act, among others,
has been instrumental in cleaning our environ-
ment and protecting our valuable natural re-
sources. It is our responsibility as legislators to
continue to respond to the public and its prior-
ities through enactment and renewal of these
most important environmental laws.

Mr. Speaker, I am hopeful that this day will
be a reminder to Congress that the manage-
ment of our resources is of vital importance.
The decisions we make today will impact not
only our future, but all future generations.
f
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, today our col-
leagues Mr. SERRANO, Mr. DELLUMS, Mr.
KLECZKA, Mr. UNDERWOOD, Mr. FRANK, Ms.
CHRISTIAN-GREEN, Ms. PELOSI, Mr. HALL (OH),
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. BERMAN Mr. WAXMAN,
Mr. CRAMER, Mr. EHRLICH, Ms. CLAYTON, Mr.
RANGEL, Mr. GONZALEZ, Mr. MOAKLEY, Mr.
FROST, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. SPENCE, and I take
great pride in reintroducing The Gift of Life
Congressional Medal Act of 1997. The enact-
ment of this legislation, which doesn’t cost tax-
payers a penny, will not only honor the individ-
ual organ donor and their loved ones, but will
also heighten the awareness of the organ
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shortage—ultimately resulting in more organ
donation.

There is a major undersupply of available
and suitable organ donors.

Currently, there are 50,000 individuals wait-
ing for an organ transplant in the United
States. The number of people on the list has
more than doubled since 1990 and a new
name is added to the national patient waiting
list approximately every 18 minutes. Despite
the numerous problems that organ donation
programs have faced and conquered over the
years, a major problem still exists.

The demand for organs will continue to
grow with the improvement of medical tech-
nologies. Without expanded efforts to increase
the supply of organ donation, the supply of
suitable organs will continue to lag behind the
need.

For the many would-be organ recipients, the
consequence of shortage is death. It is clear
that expanded efforts are necessary in order
to increase the number of organ donors.

According to some researchers, it may be
possible to increase by 80 percent the number
of organ donations in the United States
through incentive programs and public edu-
cation. A congressional medal recognizing do-
nors and their families can play a very impor-
tant and effective role in our efforts to encour-
age such donation.

Our proposed Gift of Life Medal Program
will be administered by the regional organ pro-
curement organizations [OPO’s] and managed
by the entity administering the organ procure-
ment and transplantation network. Once the
decision to donate an organ has been made,
the donor or the family member of the donor
will be asked by the regional OPO whether
participation in the Gift of Life Medal Program
is desired.

The OPO will give each donor or family
member the option of receiving a gift of life
medal, recognizing that some may not want to
participate. If requested, a public presentation
will be made to honor the donor. A presen-
tation by a local official, community leader or
Member of Congress would be a tremendous
opportunity to increase the awareness con-
cerning the desperate need for organ dona-
tion.

Every action has been taken to ensure that
the issuance of the gift of life medals results
in no net cost to the Government. In addition,
I am proud to report that the legislation has
the strong support of the United Network for
Organ Sharing [UNOS] and the Coalition on
Donation.

Any one of us, or any member of our fami-
lies, could need a life saving transplant tomor-
row. We would then be placed on a waiting list
to await our turn—or our death.

So, I ask that our colleagues help bring an
end to waiting lists and recognize the enor-
mous faith and courage displayed by organ
donors and their families. Please join us as
cosponsors of The Gift of Life Congressional
Medal Act of 1997. These donors offer others
a second chance by providing the most pre-
cious gift imaginable—the gift of life.

The bill is as follows:
H.R.—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Gift of Life
Congressional Medal Act of 1997’’.

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL.
The Secretary of the Treasury shall design

and strike a bronze medal with suitable em-
blems, devices, and inscriptions, to be deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, to
commemorate organ donors and their fami-
lies.
SEC. 3. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Any organ donor, or the
family or family member of any organ donor,
shall be eligible for a medal described in sec-
tion 2.

(b) DOCUMENTATION.—The Secretary of
Health and Human Services shall direct the
entity holding the Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network (hereafter in this
Act referred to as ‘‘OPTN’’) to contract to—

(1) establish an application procedure re-
quiring the relevant organ procurement or-
ganization, as described in section 371(b)(1)
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
273(b)(1)), through which an individual or
their family made an organ donation, to sub-
mit to the OPTN contractor documentation
supporting the eligibility of that individual
or their family to receive a medal described
in section 2; and

(2) determine, through the documentation
provided, and, if necessary, independent in-
vestigation, whether the individual or family
is eligible to receive a medal described in
section 2.
SEC. 4. PRESENTATION.

(a) DELIVERY TO THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH
AND HUMAN SERVICES.—The Secretary of the
Treasury shall deliver medals struck pursu-
ant to this Act to the Secretary of Health
and Human Services.

(b) DELIVERY TO ELIGIBLE RECIPIENTS.—The
Secretary of Health and Human Services
shall direct the OPTN contractor to arrange
for the presentation to the relevant organ
procurement organization all medals struck
pursuant to this Act to individuals or fami-
lies that, in accordance with section 3, the
OPTN contractor has determined to be eligi-
ble to receive medals under this Act.

(c) LIMITATION.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), only 1 medal may be presented
to a family under subsection (b). Such medal
shall be presented to the donating family
member, or in the case of a deceased donor,
to the family member who signed the con-
sent form authorizing, or who otherwise au-
thorized, the donation of the organ involved.

(2) EXCEPTION.—In the case of a family in
which more than 1 member is an organ
donor, the OPTN contractor may present an
additional medal to each such organ donor or
their family.
SEC. 5. DUPLICATE MEDALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services or the OPTN contractor
may provide duplicates of the medal de-
scribed in section 2 to any recipient of a
medal under section 4(b), under such regula-
tions as the Secretary of Health and Human
Services may issue.

(b) LIMITATION.—The price of a duplicate
medal shall be sufficient to cover the cost of
such duplicates.
SEC. 6. NATIONAL MEDALS.

The medals struck pursuant to this Act are
national medals for purposes of section 5111
of title 31, United States Code.
SEC. 7. GENERAL WAIVER OF PROCUREMENT

REGULATIONS.
No provision of law governing procurement

or public contracts shall be applicable to the
procurement of goods or services necessary
for carrying out the provisions of this Act.
SEC. 8. SOLICITATION OF DONATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the
Treasury may enter into an agreement with
the OPTN contractor to collect funds to off-

set expenditures relating to the issuance of
medals authorized under this Act.

(b) PAYMENT OF FUNDS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in

paragraph (2), all funds received by the
Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network under subsection (a) shall be
promptly paid by the Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Network to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury.

(2) LIMITATION.—Not more than 5 percent
of any funds received under subsection (a)
shall be used to pay administrative costs in-
curred by the OPTN contractor as a result of
an agreement established under this section.

(c) NUMISMATIC PUBLIC ENTERPRISE FUND.—
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law—

(1) all amounts received by the Secretary
of the Treasury under subsection (b)(1) shall
be deposited in the Numismatic Public En-
terprise Fund, as described in section 5134 of
title 31, United States Code; and

(2) the Secretary of the Treasury shall
charge such fund with all expenditures relat-
ing to the issuance of medals authorized
under this Act.

(d) START-UP COSTS.—A 1-time amount not
to exceed $55,000 shall be provided to the
OPTN contractor to cover initial start-up
costs. The amount will be paid back in full
within 3 years of the date of the enactment
of this Act from funds received under sub-
section (a).

(e) NO NET COST TO THE GOVERNMENT.—The
Secretary of the Treasury shall take all ac-
tions necessary to ensure that the issuance
of medals authorized under section 2 results
in no net cost to the Government.
SEC. 9. DEFINITIONS.

For purposes of this Act—
(1) the term ‘‘organ’’ means the human

kidney, liver, heart, lung, pancreas, and any
other human organ (other than corneas and
eyes) specified by regulation of the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services or the
OPTN contractor; and

(2) the term ‘‘Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network’’ means the Organ
Procurement and Transplantation Network
established under section 372 of the Public
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 274).
SEC. 10. SUNSET PROVISION.

This Act shall be effective during the 2-
year period beginning on the date of the en-
actment of this Act.
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TOWARD A BETTER SYSTEM OF
DIPLOMATIC IMMUNITY

HON. DAVID DREIER
OF CALIFORNIA
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Wednesday, April 23, 1997
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, earlier this year,

here in our Nation’s Capital, a young woman
was killed in a car accident. This tragedy brief-
ly became the subject of national news be-
cause the offending driver was a diplomat of
the Republic of Georgia, and the driver was
allegedly driving drunk. Thus, a horrible situa-
tion for the young woman’s family became the
focal point for an ad hoc rethinking of the
issue of diplomatic immunity, and the reason-
able expectation of most Americans that dip-
lomats and their families should not be ab-
solved of all personal responsibility for criminal
actions.

Diplomatic immunity unquestionably plays
an important role in foreign relations between
nations. I firmly believe that American dip-
lomats, their staffs and their families must be
shielded from abusive prosecution abroad by
strict adherence to the international rule of law
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